HEALTH HARMS OF FOSSIL FUELS

A BIODIVERSITY AND HEALTH LENS
FROM EXPLORATION TO CLOSURE

As in Cradle to Grave: The Health Toll of Fossil Fuels
and the Imperative for a Just Transition (2nd edition), 2025

This poster highlights how environmental and ecosystem impacts across
the fossil fuel lifecycle contribute to adverse health and wellbeing outcomes.
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Habitat destruction and
fragmentation
Deforestation and loss of
wildlife habitats
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contamination

Disturbance of ecosystems
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Air pollution

Water pollution and toxic
discharges

Soil contamination
Degradation of rivers, lakes
and coastal waters
Ecosystem degradation
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Respiratory and cardiovascular diseases

Cancers

Neurological and developmental impacts

Kidney and liver damage

Reproductive and developmental effects

Mental health impacts

Displacement, loss of livelihoods and community wellbeing
Impacts on Indigenous lands and cultural heritage
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Qil spills and leaks
Contamination of marine
and freshwater ecosystems
Threats to fisheries and
aquatic life

Contamination of drinking
water sources
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Unsafe drinking water

Food insecurity

Respiratory and cardiovascular diseases

Mental health impacts

Displacement, loss of livelihoods and community wellbeing
Impacts on Indigenous lands and cultural heritage
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Air pollution

Climate change
Biodiversity loss and
species extinction
Ecosystem degradation

0@ il

Respiratory and cardiovascular diseases

Heat-related illness

Cancers e Neurological impacts e Infectious diseases
Mental health impacts

Displacement, loss of livelihoods and community wellbeing
Impacts on Indigenous lands and cultural heritage
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Arsenic Mercury
Lead Cadmium
Chromium PAHs

Residual toxic waste

climateandhealthalliance.org
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Long-term contamination
of soil and groundwater
Toxic residues persist in
ecosystems

Soil and groundwater
contamination

Degradation of ecosystems
over time

GCHA mobilizes the global health community
and accelerates climate action to protect and
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* Kidney and liver damage

e Reproductive health effects.

Contaminated drinking water

Mental health impacts

Displacement, loss of livelihoods and
community wellbeing

Impacts on Indigenous lands and
cultural heritage

Source: Cradle to Grave:
The Health Toll of Fossil Fuels and the Imperative
for a Just Transition (2nd edition), 2025

improve health for all.



